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Friends of the Riverfront celebrated its
29th anniversary on February 14, 2020!

29 YEARS
of friends

1991,                Friends of the Riverfront has worked
to protect and restore the riverfront in the Pittsburgh
region through the development and stewardship of
the Three Rivers Heritage Trail and adjacent Three
Rivers Water Trail.
 

Today, the Three Rivers Heritage Trail encompasses
nearly 30 miles of urban and suburban riverfront
trails along the banks of the Allegheny,
Monongahela, and Ohio rivers – and its still
growing!
 

Many local residents can travel a short distance to
walk, ride, or roll along our scenic riverfront trails,
which we work hard to keep safe and clean. Our
riverfront trails are a great asset to Allegheny
County and to our region. As host to several major
trail networks, the Three Rivers Heritage Trail has
become the central hub for a multi-state land trail
system connecting the major metropolitan areas of
New York, Washington, D.C., Cleveland, Erie, and
many others.
 

As we approached our 29-year anniversary we
wondered, before Friends of the Riverfront and
before the Three Rivers Heritage Trail, what did
Pittsburgh’s riverfronts look like?

Since 1991,



(Continued from the front page)
 

Throughout the month of February, Friends of the
Riverfront staff had the pleasure of browsing a small
collection of archival slides from the 1970s, 80s,
and 90s. As we flipped through the slides, we
watched downtown Pittsburgh's skyline grow into a
familiar shape, commented on the hairstyles and
clothing that people wore or the cars they drove,
and no longer had to imagine the city without its
network of trail, so familiar and loved.
 

In the early 1990s, Friends of the Riverfront's
founders' saw the opportunity to reclaim Pittsburgh’s
riverfronts, recently abandoned by heavy industry.
Their vision: continuous riverfront greenway and
trail that would link cultural, historical, and
recreational sites along the riverfront. Within the still
frames, we caught glimpses of abandoned industry
and neglected dumpsites littering Pittsburgh's
riverfronts. In these littered banks, our founders saw
opportunity.
 

The slides continued to reveal snippets of
Pittsburgh’s riverfront history and trail development.
Groundbreaking ceremonies led to ribbon cuttings,
and the first segments of the Three Rivers Heritage
Trail emerged - beginning in 1991 with the now
wooded section between 9th and 18th Street in the
South Side. Even in fragments, it was fascinating to
see the evolution of the riverfronts.
 

With this anniversary, we celebrate 29 years of
riverfront restoration and heritage, and we look
ahead to what we might accomplish over the next
29 years…
 

Our riverfronts are still a work in progress. While we
don't always find items as large as couches,
abandoned cars, toilet bowls, or shopping carts,
dumping and littering remain huge issues. We work
hard to protect our native riverfront flora and fauna
from invasive species, notably Japanese Knotweed
and Oriental Bittersweet. We continue to work
diligently with our partners to address gaps in our
local and regional trail network, connecting
communities to their riverfronts and to each other,
perhaps for the first time.
 

29 years is no small feat for a small nonprofit. We
are thankful to have such wonderful partners and
volunteers with whom we can work to make a real
and lasting impact. We couldn't dream of doing the
work we do or being where we are 29 years later
without the support of friends like you - Thank you!

In a cleanup from 1993, countless volunteers stand frozen in
time, helping to restore the riverfront. They haul away
mattresses, large home appliances, furniture, tires, and
several rolls of carpet.

Above, Mayor Sophie Masloff (1988-94) and Martin O'Malley
(Friends' first Board President, 1991-93) at the ribbon cutting
ceremony for the first ever section of the Three Rivers
Heritage Trail, dedicated on Earth Day in 1991.

29 YEARS
of friends

Several buildings previously occupied the land where Millvale
Riverfront Park and Trail now exists. This ground-level shot
near the 40th Street Bridge shows the area's potential.

>> Review our social media
throughout February to see
more historic photos



Friends of the Riverfront works hard to keep the
Three Rivers Heritage Trail open and safe. Whenever
we learn of new trail hazards, we share an update
on our website and social media. Our interactive
online map pinpoints the approximate location
affected by each active hazard, but did you know
each Trail Alert has its own page?
 

>> To read important information about a specific
Trail Alert, click on the "Details"  button below the
hazard you want to learn more about. Our
homepage only previews the three most recently
added hazards; if the hazard you want to learn
about is not listed, scroll up to the header at the top
of the page and hover over "Our Trails", then hover
over "Three Rivers Heritage Trail", and click on "Trail
Alerts" to see a menu of all active hazards.
 

If you happen to come across a  hazard on the
Three Rivers Heritage Trail that does not have a Trail
Alert on our website, please take advantage of 311
(within the city of Pittsburgh) and follow up by
emailing friends@friendsoftheriverfront.org or calling
us at (412)-488-0212 to let us know!

Friends of the Riverfront continues to work closely
with our partners to expand and enhance the the
Three Rivers Heritage Trail for all users. In this
newsletter, we're excited to share the latest progress
in the development of trail in Allegheny County.
Below, we highlight two new studies which aim to
extend and better connect our region's trail network.
 

The Rails to Trail Conservancy, as part of the
Industrial Heartland Trails Coalition, kicked off a
study for the Pittsburgh to Ashtabula corridor. This
study will look at each segment of the connection
and how to move the corridor to development. This
alignment would come down the south shore of the
Ohio River from Beaver County. Friends of the
Riverfront and other regional partners will be
participating with this study.
 

Allegheny County, in partnership with Friends of the
Riverfront, just began a study in the Turtle Creek
Valley looking to extend the Westmoreland Heritage
Trail to Carrie Furnace. This trail extension would be
roughly 9  miles in length, bringing together nine
communities, and connecting the Turtle Creek Valley
to the Great Allegheny Passage. Public meetings will
be held throughout the study. >> Visit our website for
up-to-date trail development information.

Friends of the Riverfront continues to work on the trail hazard known as 'Eagle
Lake,' occurring along the Three Rivers Heritage Trail in Baldwin Borough. We are
working with neighboring property owners to implement a solution that will last
for years to come. We have been successful in raising funds towards the solution;
We have received $50,000 from the Allegheny Regional Asset District and
$10,000 from the Allegheny Trail Alliance. At this time, we recommend that you
continue to use caution in the area. We remind and highly encourage trail users to
NOT detour up to railroad property, as these lines are active and dangerous.       
 >> Visit our website for more information on this trail hazard. By including "Eagle
Lake" in the memo, you can direct a donation to help Fund the Fix.

Trail Alerts:
Where Can I Find More Info?

Trail Development:
Spring 2020 Updates

Eagle Lake Update

The new Three Rivers Heritage Trail Map & Guide has many
exciting updates and additions, including new sections of
trail in Hazelwood Green, Blawnox, and Tarentum!
 

Interested in providing our map to your group, class, or
patrons? Call 412.488.0212 to order or for more info!

 

Up to 30 copies - Free (pick-up) or $8.95 shipped to you
31-500 - $0.40/map

500+ please call!

New Maps, More Trail



New this year, IceCycle was Friends of the
Riverfront's winter fundraising ride to support the
Three Rivers Heritage Trail. On February 23rd, board
members, staff, and volunteers joined our new
Executive Director, Kelsey Ripper, for a  30-mile
ride on the Trail. Along the route, we warmed-up at
partners REI in the South Side, and Bicycle Heaven
along the Chateau, finishing our day with drinks
and snacks at Grist House in Millville.
 

Over 30 participants and guest riders joined us for
the ride, raising over $6,500 to support Friends’
work to further develop and steward the Three
Rivers Heritage Trail. We were honored to be joined
on the ride by County Executive Rich Fitzgerald
and U.S. Representative Conor Lamb to talk trails,
including how we can continue to develop new
trail and care for the existing trail. We are thankful
to all of our participants, donors, partners, and
friends who helped make this event such a
success! >> Visit our website to learn more, see
photos from the event, and link to our partners.

The Trails are Open!
The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is upending routines
and lives, but for many,  the outdoors continues to be
a  respite and place for health and wellness.  The Three
Rivers Heritage Trail remains open and usable* with visitors
enjoying the appearance of spring buds, daffodils
in  bloom, and birds chirping.    To the extent that  your
health and government directives permit, please continue
to enjoy the benefits of the Three Rivers Heritage Trail.  The
National Recreation and Park Association has
helpful guidance on how to safely enjoy trails.
 

While  Friends of the Riverfront has had to cancel our in-
person events, our staff are working remotely to continue
our work to expand and steward the Trail. We are also
increasing our online presence to share resources and be a
space for you, our trail community, to stay connected.
 

Be well, and we hope to see you all back on the trail soon,
Kelsey Ripper, Executive Director
& the staff of Friends of the Riverfront

*As of time of publication, the Trail remains open and available for use. Circumstances continue to change
during this uncertain time. >> Please check the Friends of the Riverfront website and social media accounts for
the most up-to-date information.

An IceCycle with Friends


