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CONNECTOR TRAIL

Public Meeting

March 12 and 14, 2024
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® AGENDA

Introductions

Why Trails?
The Turtle Creek Connector Trail in Context

What has been done so far?
What is the Turtle Creek Connector?

What is happening now and what comes next?
Storymap walkthrough
Paper map review

Wrap up
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Project Sponsors:

® Project Team

Pennsylvania Environmental Council l' ,
Friends of the Riverfront % m m
Allegheny = friends

WSP and Toole DeSign CO u nty pennsylvania environmental council OF THE RIVERFRONT

Allegheny County

Consultant Team:

\\\l) TOOLE  1pANsysTEMS

DESIGN
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Why trails?



® Why Trails?
- Recreation

- Access to Nature

- Connectivity and
Transportation

- Community

- Health el
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Brackenridge, PA

VOPP Trail Connector
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Turtle Creek
® Connhector
in Context

Regional Trails

« Westmoreland Heritage Trail

« Three Rivers Heritage Trail

« Montour Trail

Inter-Regional Trails

 Erie-to-Pittsburgh Trail

« Great Allegheny Passage
(to Cumberland, MD)

Beaver Co.

-
.- -—————

=

-

« Panhandle Trail

(to Weirton, WV)

I Allegheny County Park
Other Public Open Space

e Existing Multi-Use Pathway*
===+ Proposed Multi-Use Pathway"

N
0 25 s M ¢
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Westmoreland
Heritage Trail

Turtle Creek

Connector Trail

Westmoreland Co.

Montour Trail

Washmgton Co. Great A”egheny passage




Turtle Creek
® Connhector | o

@

iN COntQXt Hazelwood to Carrie Furnace Connection
Future Segment of the Three Rivers Heritage Trail
0312 2024

oA

Hazelwood to Carrie Furnace
Trail will connect the Turtle
Creek Connector to the
Hazelwood neighborhood
where trails connect to the City | ' N / . ‘ o S mmg;mna&e :
L R 7 g A L

of Pittsburgh
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What has been
done so far?



e Project Development Timeline

ProjectInitiation 12 to 36 months
Fundraising/Grant Applications

Alignment Alternative Analysis & Selection

Project Design & Engineering 12 to 24 months

Environmentalclearance

Right-of-way plan

Utility plan

Preliminary project engineering

Right-of-way acquisition/approvals (FOR/PEC)
Utility clearance

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ==p

Permitapprovals
Final projectdesign
Construction Unknown

Fundraising

Trail building takes time!
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e Project Funding
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$2.5 million

The Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny
County (RAAC) established the Trail
DevelopmentFund (TDF) under the
Allegheny County American Rescue Plan
Act Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund

Agreement.

RAAC established the TDF to provide grants
to eligible applicants to create new trail
opportunities, expand and enhance
existing trail facilities,and facilitate local
connections to existing trail and

multimodaltransportation systems.



’. i g3 \\WL_J 5 \} \\\ \ 2%
o hé*Tﬁr‘tLe\Creele? /hnect‘\

‘I

Monr@ewllé(

b g ¥
: 5 ) N
Rankin F = v (] PN
S Y | ¢ M'
Rankm.. S Branock.—"
1y rldge o t

=y ﬁ} ’ )Q ;. 1 <~ W ;

necto

i % ) e ﬁ Pitcairn
3 £ \ s\-‘.;-\. Tur IQC A=
e Bl ots

merdmm \



A%

‘BRADDOCK _/

ARy e MONROEVILLE gt
\ NORTH \\Q\ﬁ R 2 0 e N\ .\1
3 > (ST ! 5 NG

L\ /5

WX V/ - MONROEVILLE

= T gET
W @\ ;
~ 5\\\ \\,‘ \\ o /”\v
RS2 N\ «
v

« 3+ options with multiple e 2 options

combinations » Railroad Right of
« A lot more analysis needed Way

. On-street facilities with » Broadway/Tri-Boro
upgraded sidewalks Expressway
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WEST MIFFLIN

Bike Lanes 2 — Way Bike Lanes Climbing Lanes Shared Lanes
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Shared Use Path Protected Bike Lane Side Path
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Alternative Analysis Report

Draft Submission made in December of 2023

Suggestions from Public Meetings and Story
Map TBD

Analysis done on separate segments to
achieve best route.

Segments graded on 5 categories, then a
Level of stress was determined.
 Traffic
Safety
Design Impacts
Connectivity
Public Process
A General Construction Cost and Operation

and Maintenance Cost for each segment was
also considered.

From the Draft Analysis, the Long Term-Rural
Favored Alignment was chosen preferred
alternative.

TURTLE CREEK CONNECTOR

ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS
REPORT

December 2023

ws 1

11 Stanwix, Suite 950
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Prepared by:

TRANSYSTEMS

437 Grant Street
Frick Building, Suite 812
Pittsburgh, PA 15219



What is happening
now?

.. and what comes next?




. Pro]ect Tour Storymap
e

Virtual Tour: Turtle Creek

Connector Trail

GAP Trail to Westmoreland Heritage Trail

E] https://friendsoftheriverfront.org/trail_dev/turtle-creek-connector-trail/
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* Project Tour: Storymap Tell uswhat you

()
four the project segment by
1. How do you feel about the proposed route in Rankin, Braddock and
Seg I I l e I I North Braddock?
» vitiam e Plum Strongly dislike Dislike Neutral Like it Love it
Overview Map o :
5 . Y, Sy g 2 Would you like to say more about why you feel that way?
LEGEND 1 =
s PROPOSED ALIGNMENT » .
~————  ALTERNATE ALIGNMENT Bletsbargh i = &
@  POTENTIAL TRAILHEAD
o
L 2. How do you feel about the proposed route in East Pittsburgh and
The Turtle Creek Connector is a bicycle and pedestrian route ”\ Turtle Creek?
that will connect the Westmoreland Heritage Trail (WHT) in “N/.\ -
Trafford, PA to Carrie Furnace in Rankin, PA t C3 b e o \‘
o ol o Strongly dislike Dislike Neutral Like it Love it
Rehabilitation of the Carrie Furnace Hot Metal Bridge is a
separate project, but eventually the Turtle Creek Connector and e il G
the bridge will combine to connect Rankin, Braddock, North Would you like to say more about why you feel that way?
Braddock, East Pittsburgh, Turte Creek, Wilmerding, Wall, 0 ot Mckasspore
Pitcairn, Trafford, Murrysville, and Export to the Great %
Allegheny Passage, Pittsburgh, and Washington, DC N
For more information about the history of the project and how
we got to this point, see i
hups:/friendsoftheriverfront.org/trail_dev/turtle-creek-
connector-trail oftaraon Mite

Find the Storymap here:
https:/ /friendsoftheriverfront.org/trail_dev/turtle-creek-connector-trail/
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O PUinc 0utreach Timeline () steering Committee

@ Public Meeting
L] Pop Up Events

] Storymap Updates

Alternatives Alignment
(August — November)

Preliminary Engineering
(December — April)

Final Design
(May - October)

WE ARE
1
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® NOW

- Alternatives analysis peerreview

- Preliminary design and engineering
- Planning the full trail experience

- Talking to property owners, borough
leaders, and other stakeholders
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e Trailheads and Access Points

INTERURBAN
TRAIL
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e Trailheads and Access Points
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e Wayfinding

3
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R, Cap City Trl 4 |RIBRVAPECR S AT R
"> Cop City Trl 4.1 NI Ce { o e 0 9

Anacostia Kenilworth Pk ®
Park ® Parkside/Mayfair Nbhds

.. Historic Kenilworth ®
Anacostia Aquatic Gardens
p x
Bladensburg ¥
Waterfront Pk MD

W, Cap Springs Disc
Golf/Dog Park EX 8

®
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® Next Steps

How you can help!

« Tell us what you think! What do you like about
the proposed trail route? What don't you like?

« Where would you like to see trailheads, or focal
points for meeting up and accessing the trail?

« What events do you have going on this summer
that we can attend?

..Tell me later or grab my card!
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® RESOURCES

PROJECT WEBPAGE

FEASIBILITY STUDY

{ STORYMAP
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Chris Corbran
Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC)
ccorbran@pecpa.org

Courtney Mahronich Vita
Friends of the Riverfront
Courtney@FriendsOfTheRiverfront.org

John Nicholson
WSP USA Inc.
john.nicholson@wsp.com

Chad Smedley
WSP USA Inc.
chad.smedley@wsp.com

Kristin Saunders
Toole Design Group
KSaunders@TooleDesign.com



